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AN INFORMATION 
To all good ( briſtians,&c. 


HE work of reformation now 
renewcd , and farre advanced 
in this Kingdome, hath ia the 
whole progreſle , mer with all 
the oppoſition which the ſub- 
til malice of Romes cmiſlaries 
our adverſaries could plotte. 

| But God hath hither-todiſap- 
pointedall their intentions, and turaed Ac hitophels 
wiſedome into folly : And now whea they caanor 
beat down the walls of Is xusar « wthey labourto 
undermine it with calumaies,accordiag to the dam- 
nable maxime , & calummiare audatter, ſemper aliquid 
herebit,8& like Tobias Sanballat,and ſuch like, will not 
be wanting to oppole mightily the building of Ezr4 
and Nehemiah, by ſaying to the King , Why is the re. 
belliows citie builded : Thefame ſteps arcnow traced 
by theauthours of novations , ia this Church, who 
taking the advantage of their opportunity(which we 
want toour great regrate) and being greatly aſſiſted 


and ſtirred up by ſome of their owa coat, pernici- 
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ouſly and popiſhly affeted , dothere-upon preſume 
to whiſper unto his ſacred Majeſtie, and ſpread a- 
. broad in theneighbour Kingdome of England, moſt 
untrue,and damnable aſperſions,(by and attouer the 
particulars layed to our charge, in the Proclama- 
tion, 18 of December, which are largely anſwered 
in our Proteſtation already publiſhed ) venting with 
equall impudence and malice, that we do only pre- 
tend religion, but do intend to ſhake off the moſt 
lawfull yoke of authoritic , by changing the forme 
of civill government z to invade our neighbour king- 
dome of England, and inrich our ſelves by the ſpoils 
thereof. Although our conſcience bear us teſtimo. 
nic againſttheſe untruths, and make us think charita- 
bly, that no men underſtanding rightly Religion and 
Policie, will grantbelief unto theſ> aſperſions, for- 
gedagainſt the bodieof a Church and Kingdome;yet 
being certainly informed , that the authours of our 
novations andthe arch-enemies of reformation, have 
Iaboured to poyſon his Majeſties facred Ears with 
thoſe imputations , and diſperſed the ſame with 0- 
pen mouth among the ſubjects of England, we were 
forced to vindicat our innocencie and WYPaway all 
impreſhons which thoſe challenges - might make in 
the beliefe of any, firſt by our Supplication given 
into the Lords of ſecret Councell 31 of Tanwary, 
and now by this our anſwer and publick declarati- 
on to the world : whereby wee take G © Þ to wit. 
neſſe, that Religion is the only ſubjeR, conſcience 
the motive, and reformation the aime of our de- 
fignes : For attaining whereof, wee have never ſtray- 
cd from the-humble and loyall way of nn” - 

is 


( = 

his Majeſtic for legall redreſle ; but doe yet, accor- 
dingto our bound duetie , beg the conſummation of 
our happic beginnings, by the holding ofthe Parlia- 
ment, for the ratification of the aQts ofthe Aſſembly 
indicted by his royall authority;and as we have often: 
hereto-fore profeſſed in our Supplications , religi- 
ligiouſly ſworn inour ſolemne Covenant with Gov 
Almightic, and publickly declared before G o v and 
menin all our Proteſtations,made inthe view ofhea- 
ven and carth, that we had never the leaſt intention 
to caſt off our ductifull obedience unto his Majeſties 
moſt lawfull authoritic z So wedo hereby renew the 
ſame, and ſolemaely declare, that our loyall breaſts 
have never harboured any thoughtagainſt our gra. 
cious Soveraigne, his Perſon, and government, to 
whom wee daily and carneſtly pray the Kin of 
Kings, to grant long and happie reigne over us; and 
when he ſhall bee crowned with immortality , that 
there may not want one of his Seed rightly to rule 
us, and to fit upon his throne, ſolong as the Sunand 
Moone indureth. For wee acknowledgethat hee is 
the Lords Vicegerent, ſwaying the Scepter of this 
Land, tranſmitted tro him, by ſucceſſhon,of ſo many 
royall Anceſtours,as none other King in the world 
can paralle!l the ſame, and none other Nation com- 

re with us iathe glorie of Antiquitie, under that 
lawfull ſubje&ion , ro one Line of native borne 
Princes : which we willnever deface, by any unna- 
turall and impious cogitation againſt the Lords A- 
nointed ; but heartily wiſh thatthame and confuſion 
may be printed uponthe face of his enemies,and that 
wee might bee happic in the occaſion to expoſe 
our 
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our lives and fortunes to the greateſt hazard, for 
maintenance of the Perſon and authoritie of our 
dread Soveraigne, and increaſe of his honour. Le 
nuercie and truth preſerve the King. » 
. As for our intention to invade England, we atteſt 
the everliving God, who is conſcious of our moſt 
ſecret thoughts, that we never hadany ſuch deſigne 
or motion, to offend or wrong m the ſmalleſt mea- 
{ure any other Nation, much lefſe our neighbour 
Kingdome , _ one Yle, uader one King, with 
as li:le controverhe, and as much affeRion , as hath 
been betwixt two Nations once at variance,butnow 
happily reconciled , and tyed rogether by moſt ſtrait 
bands, which we deſire rather to increaſe then dimi- 
niſhby any at of unjuſt hoſtility. And albeit we be 
confident thatthe inprobabilitie of this challenge , 
will top the way of all credite to it; yetto confound 
theſe reporters in their malice, we will ſhortly relate 
our regrats and fears,ourdefires and reſolutions, with 
that freedome and finceritic , which may evidence 
our brotherly reſpec ro the ſubjects of England, and 
controllthe falſe ſurmiles of intentions againſt them: 
we regratc together with our dear Chriſtian brethren 
0: our neighbour Nationghat we ſhould have ſo cvi- 
dent and ſenſible experiences of the dangerous plots 
ſer afoot, 'and intertained by the Church-men of 
greateſt power in England, for introducing novations 
"a Religion, by corrupting the Dodtrine , chang- 
ing the Diſcipline , daily innovating the external- 
worſhip of Gov, preaching publickly , and main- 
taining points of Arminianiſme , and heads of pope« 
rie, defending and advancing preachers and pro- 
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feſſours 6fthat judgement , and allowing books tug, 
fed with thar doctrine, fyning , confyning',;and bas. 
niſhing all ſuch as in conſcience of their duerie to: 
Gov, labour to oppoſe the doctrine, diſcipline, 
or worſhip of the Kirk of Rewe,by their incroaching 
and uſurping upon the Kings Majeftics prerogative, 
tyrannizing overthe:confcjence, goods, and eſtares, 
of perſons of all qualities within that Kingdome : 
And not bcing content to keep within their own pre- 
cin&t, did induce, aſſiſt , and incourage the prerended/ 
Arch-biſhops, and Biſhops of this 'Kingdome, to) 
prefie not only a conformirie of this Church , with 
that of Exgland, in matter of ceremonie,. but alſo 
with the church of Rome , in the points moſt ſub- 
fantially erronious , as appearethby theſe books of 
common prayer ant canons, foundrahegamaſle of 
popiſh ſuperſtition, doQrine , and ryrannie, which 
was confefled to have been firſt plotted , then cor- 
rected and interlined in Bu , ſear downrtotheir. 
aſfociatsrhe. prereaded Arcludi , ant 'Biſhoips 
of this 'Kingdome, 10'bee printed 'and'preſſed upon 
the whole Church here,without order or confent, as 
the only forme of divine worſhip and government of 
the. Church; to make-us a leading caſe'ry. Buzland: 
required by their lotters , 'Stars-men;Nobleomen, 
and Burghs,to furtherzhe adyancementrhereof, per- 
{waded his gracious Majcſiezodeclare thefebooks, 
full of popith fuperſtitzor, yer'ro bee'free of is, 
and to be fix mcans-ob edifying this Chupeh: carrſdet 
kis Majeftie-prohibir tholywfulbmeviinge,and hum< 
bletſupplications ofhisSubjetts;undor painioftrea-' 
fon;, and toeſtecme of his good Subjetsas of rrai- 
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tours and rebels, for diſcovering this wicked plot; 
complaining thereof,and for their renewing of their 
nationall Covenant with God , and their alledgance 


to his Majeſtic, to threaten them by publick pro- - 


clamation, with utrer exterminion, and ruine, hath 
by their calumnies , moved his Majeſtic to diſcharge 
under the pain of treaſon, the ſitting of our free ge- 
nerall Aſſembly, indited by his Majeſtie, after 
ſo many ſupplications, and to ingadge his royall 
word of a Prince, to defend all diſobeyers of the 
Ghurch , to threaten andprepare for an invaſive war 
againſt his moſt ancicar loyall native Kingdome; 
ro diſtruſt all our ſupplications, oathes, and declara- 
tions, ingenuouſly and humbly made, and thereby 
they have indevoured ſo farreas in them lyes to alics 
nate his Majeſtics heart from his people;and eſtrange 
theirdue bound affeftions from him , if it were poſ- 
ſible; and in end for the full accompliſhment of their 
wickednes(as weare informed)have made hisMajeſty 
follow theadvice& connfell of profeſſed papiſts,and 
ro intruſt then with the chicfeſt charges ofthe armes 
and armies now preparing forthe threatned invaſion 
of this Kingdome , and (till intend to raiſe jcalouſies 
inthe body of the one Kingdome againſt the other, 
and fo tocotnmirthem together, whichwe beſeech 
Gos to prevent;and.hope it ſhall bee above their ma- 
lice: Fhe Lox » opetung the eyes of our Soveraigne, 
and of ourneighbournation,to diſcover that treache- 
ti,whereby nothing is intended burito joyn the two 
Kingdomes in 'bloudy warte,/that fo reformed Re- 
ligion may be extinguiſhed and: poperie introduced, 
which then may becaſily effecuare, when both ſides 
are 
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prejudi diciall to hisMaj rm Mani- 
fold declarations,for the maintenance of thereform- 
cd Religion, whercof he isthe defender. We have 
ſp reaſonro regraieothatany withia that, Kingdome 
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cannot reaſornably'offendany other Nate or Church; . 
who may bee ruled by their own laws and'warrand, 
bur as inevery matter which falleth in deliberation ro 
be putin execution, luſtice ſhould be the mover and 
cient, and benefit cither in profit or hanour uſeth 

to bee rhe end;' So eſpecially in this weightic buſi- 
neſſe, it ſhould be well pondered, ifthis a& of inva- 
ding us by warre, for keeping ouroath to Goo , 
and obeying the lawfull conſtitutions ofour Church 
and Kingdome ; be juſt upon the part of the invader, 
or if the benefit ofrecſtabliſhngBiſhops upon us will 
recompenſe theloſſe of ſo much Chriftian bloud, & 
hazard ofdiſſenſion& war, whereof theevent depen- 
deth uponthe Lox » of hoſts: bur it is obvipusto cve- 
'ry mans conſideration, that this war is by our adver- 
faries intended for another end , & hath a more deep 
dangerous reach: other wiſe the Prelates if cither 
Miition ambilovnd worldly ponge,ched ingalge 
Minion ambiri wor ve,then ingadge 
two Kingdomes, withthe hanged of true Religion. | 
And that none may ſuſpe the finceritie of our 


-metentions., the lawfulneſſe of our proceedings , or 


thetruth of our declarations, and accuſations againſt 
the enemies of '6ur reformation and peace ;'wee are 
able, and'wiſk to have occaſion to juſtific the ſame 
before the world: for unleſſe we ſhould have cloſed 
our ownlight , and reſiſted the known will of Gov, 
acknow! ſubſcribed ,'and fyorne by his Ma- 
jeſtie audourpredeceſſours, in afoleinne Covenant 
With'Go'p, and' fo often confirmed and ratified by 
aQs of chis church and kingdome, fince the reforma- 
ton, weecould not ofniit any thing which we = 
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done. And albeit we'be an Qhurch and Kingdome, 
asfree, ancient , and independent , gs any other 
in the world: yet for clearing the minde of our 
ncighbour nation , from all miſ-information, and 
mil-conſtruRion ofour intentions and proceedings, 
andto verifie the lawfulneſle, and abſolute neceſſity 
of ouractions, and as of the late Aſſembly, wedo 
aſſure our ſelves, that if the Eſtates and Parliament 
of England, were conveened, and the whole pros 
greſſe of this buſineſle faithfully repreſented to them, 
they would without doubt be ſo farre from cenſur- 
ingor condemning what we do, that they would ra- 
ther bee moved to become petitioners td his ſacred 

Majeſtic on our behalte , and approve of the <quirie 
and loyaltie of all our praceedings in thisgauſe: And 
therefore in the mean time, wee intreat-that no rrue 
Engliſhheart entertain any jealoufies of us, who are 
confident of the innocencie of our proceedings and 

intentions , free hither-to of all blemiſhes againſt our 
Soveraigne or neighbour nation, as wee do beg the 

occaſion of manifeſting the ſametothem , and to all 

the world, as we have upon the knowledge of theſe 

miſ-reports of us, cleared our ſelves of any ſuch in- 

tention by our great oaths every one to anotherac 

our moſt frequent meetings. 

The obtaining of this our ſo peaceable and juſt 
deſire , ſhall not only bee comfortableto us, their 
Chriſtian brethren, ſerving as a farther tye to unute 
our affections in time to come, and ſtirre us up to 
poure our heartic prayers to Gpyo on their behalfe, 
bur without all queſtion the righteous Tudge of all 


the world, ſhall make you reap the fruit thereof one 
B 2 day, 
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To rdw/medacndeotenfe por alt occt- 
fions to makeirappeareearl yt all theworkd, how 
farreit hath alwitycs been(and by rtregrace of Go v 
ever ſhall bee} from-our-intention firſt of laſt, to 
off the-leaſt ad /bf hoftiftic 't9 our neighbour 
Kingdome! exdepr' in (6 farteas'we hall bee nece- 
ceſhirat inour owndefence : arid though (as Goo for- 
bid ) we ſhould be forced thereunto, yer ſhalf were- 
maine unwilling &- caneeivethings of thar kiride, ro- 
flow fromthe body ofthar Kingdome', with whom 
we intend no national quatrell , neither mmde to 
wrangke with them, except in the cafe of invaſion 
from them, but rather that rhis fturre hath been con- 


. trived and ft forward'by ſome itf afteRed perſonsro 


both kingdomes, withwhom'only our queſtianr is,8& 
rowhom alone we may juſtly intend according to 
their deferr,as men who are ſer to ingadgebothking- 
domes in ſo blondie a warre for their own baſe ends: 


 andalthongh aparty raifed from amongour ſelyes , 


fomented,and mainrzined fromabroad,from whence 
we finde the finews of that body within our felves ro 
bee derivedand maintained, may juftly ſeeme to ir; 
ritate, yet the vanitie and weakneſle of our imeftine 
adverſaries, even inthis caſe of offence; is ſo farre 
from making us take fire , without manifeſt hoſtili- 
tie offered , or ingadgrng us in any violent courſe 
thar may interrupt the'brotherly' love and concord 
6f theſerwo Kingdoms , or blemiſh our holy pro- 
tſkon inthe leaſt degree, as we are confident, no ma- 
licious mif-reporrs pf our common adyerfarics , will 
induce our deare#terhren to-quarrell wirh us, for 
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ſeeking to enjoy our Religion in puritie and our laws 
and liberties, according to the fundamentall conſti- 
tutions of our Church and ſtate, when we are ſo well 
affeted to them , as we are truely ſenſible of their 
grievous burthens, & intolerable ſufferings from the 
tyrannic of their hicrarchic,and the fearfull bondage 
they underlye from the wicked counſel of their Cler- 
gic, ſuggeſted fromRome, and producing ſo dan- 
gcrous innovations both in Religion and Policie. 
This ſincere manifeſtation of our reall intentions , 
wee finde our ſelves obliged, to publiſh for ſati(- 
fying ail good Subjects in ourneighbour nation , be- 
ing confidene they are as deſirous to be confirmedin 
their good opinion of us , and ſo to be armed againſt 
all ſlanders and calumnies of thoſe that indevour the 
finall overthrow and utter exterminion of the King- 
dome of Chriſt Ieſus from this whole Iſland:wherof 
we pray God,to avert the danger, & to grant us peace 
and puritie , which is the height of our defire: for 
pracuring whereof we ſhall employ none other wea- 
pons (except we beenforced) bur faſting and prayer 


to Gop Almightie and humble ſupplications to our 


gracious Soveraigne. 


Reviſed according to the ordinance of the generall 
Aſſembly, by me M*. A, lhonſtoun Clerk thereto: 


Edinb. 4 of Feb. 
16 39, 


